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Executive Summary

The ship traffic statistics at Nigerian ports has reflected that a total number of 19,833 vessels berthed at the 

various ports between 2013 and 2016. Similarly 543,842,425 tonnages were registered within the period 

under review. Year 2014 recorded the highest number of vessels berthed as well as tonnages registered 

while the least were recorded in 2016.

 

Tin Can Island Port handled the most ships accounting for 33% of total number of ships that berthed in all 

ports and 32% of total tonnage registered in all ports. It is closely followed by Apapa port which accounted 

for 28% of ships that berthed and 25% of total tonnage registered and Onne port which accounted for 15% 

of ships that berthed and 30% of total tonnage registered.

 

Also, cargo traffic statistics revealed a total of 312,185,808 cargo traffic was recorded at all Nigerian ports 

between 2013 and 2016. 196,851,236 or 63% of the cargo traffic were inwards while 115, 334572 or 37% 

were outward.

 

Apapa port handled the most number of inward cargoes accounting for 39% of total inward cargoes and 

closely followed by Tin Can Island and Delta ports accounting for 31% and 11% respectively. Calabar port 

accounts for 4.29% to record the least. 

 

Similarly, Onne ports handled the most number of outward cargoes accounting for 80% of total outward 

cargoes and closely followed by Delta and Apapa ports accounting for 10.63% and 3.52% respectively. Also, 

Calabar port accounts for 0.05% to record the least.

 

The number of passenger traffic within the period under was put at 52,262 while the highest number of 

passenger traffic was recorded in 2013.
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The Number of Vessels that berthed at the Apapa Port has been dropping gradually from 1,510 in 2013 to 

1,097 in 2016 while the Gross Registered Tonnage at the Port Peaked at 37,041,879 in 2014 and dropped to 

31,032,377 in 2016.
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The Number of Vessels that berthed at the Tin Can Island Port increased from 1,615 in 2013 to 1,774 in 2015 

and later dropped in 2016 to 1,414 while the Gross Registered Tonnage at the Port Peaked at 48,435,584 in 

2015 and dropped to 40,674,982 in 2016.
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The Number of Vessels that berthed at the Delta Port dropped from 609 in 2013 to 433 in 2016 while the 

Gross Registered Tonnage at the Port also dropped from 8,687,160 in 2013 to 6,177,809 in 2016.

Ship Traffic Statistics
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The Number of Vessels that berthed at the Rivers Port dropped from 439 in 2013 to 287 in 2016 while the 

Gross Registered Tonnage at the Port also dropped from 6,761,057 in 2014 to 4,560,844 in 2016.

Ship Traffic Statistics
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The Number of Vessels that berthed at the Onne Port dropped from 847 in 2014 to 605 in 2016 while the 

Gross Registered Tonnage at the Port also dropped from 43,916,846 in 2014 to 35,937,547 in 2016.
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The Number of Vessels that berthed at the Calabar Port dropped from 373 in 2013 to 189 in 2016 while the 

Gross Registered Tonnage which peaked at 4,087,599 in 2015 dropped to 3,803,199 in 2016.

Ship Traffic Statistics
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The Number of Vessels that berthed at all the Ports dropped from 5,369 in 2013 to 4,025 in 2016 while the 

Gross Registered Tonnage dropped from 146,820,488 in 2014 to 122,186,758 in 2016.

Ship Traffic Statistics
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Tin Can Island Port handled the highest number of vessels and tonnage between 2013 and 2016. 

Ship Traffic Statistics
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The total number of Cargoes in and out of Apapa Port increased from 20,344,118 in 2013 to 21,348,402 in 2015 and 

dropped to 19,376,365 in 2016. While the number of Inward Cargoes increased from  19,501,467 in 2013 to 20,276,629 

in 2015 and dropped to 18,048,854 in 2016, the number of Outward Cargoes increased from 819,778 in2014 to 1,327,511 

in 2016.

Cargo Traffic Statistics 
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The total number of Cargoes in and out of Tin Can Island Port increased from 16,134,153 in 2013 to 17,500,804 in 2014 and dropped to 

15,328,214 in 2016. While the number of Inward Cargoes also increased from 15,425,221 in 2013 to 16,484,099 in 2014 and later 

dropped in 2015 and 2016, the number of Outward Cargoes increased to 1,016,705  in 2014 and 1,068,745 in 2015. It later dropped to 

935,808 in 2016.

Cargo Traffic Statistics 
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The total number of Cargoes in and out of Delta Port decreased from 10,361,746 in 2013 to in 6,741,709 in 2016. While the number of 

Inward Cargoes also increased from 6,412,866 in 2013 to 6,463,034 in 2014 and later dropped in 2015 and 2016, the number of 

Outward Cargoes decreased from 3,948,880 in 2013 to 1,944,721 in 2016.

Cargo Traffic Statistics 
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The total number of Cargoes in and out of Rivers Port increased from 4,935,944 in 2013 to in 6,225,008 in 2014 and later dropped to 

4,457,785 and  3,508,864 in 2015 and 2016 respectively . While the number of Inward Cargoes also increased from 4,166,148 in 2013 

to  5,506,605 in 2014 and later dropped in 2015 and 2016, the number of Outward Cargoes decreased from 769,796 in 2013 to 

121,923 in 2015 and later improved to 900,559 in 2016.

Cargo Traffic Statistics 
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The total number of Cargoes in and out of Onne Port increased from 24,773,387 in 2013 to in 27,968,861 in 2014 and later dropped to 

26,572,745 and  23,450,943 in 2015 and 2016 respectively. While the number of Inward Cargoes also increased from 2,799,136 in 

2013 to 3,144,065 in 2014 and later dropped in 2015 and 2016, the number of Outward Cargoes increased from 21,974,251 in 2013 

to 24,824,796 in 2014 and later improved to 21,799,671 in 2016.
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The total number of Cargoes in and out of Calabar Port increased from 1,732,286 in 2013 to in 2,361,477 in 2014 and later dropped to 

2,129,813 and  2,274,933 in 2015 and 2016 respectively . While the number of Inward Cargoes also increased from 1,700,765 in 2013 

to 2,350,232 in 2014 and later dropped in 2015 and 2016, the number of Outward Cargoes decreased from 31,521 in 2013 to 3,860 in 

2016.

Cargo Traffic Statistics 
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The total number of Cargoes in and out of all  Ports increased from 78,281,634 in 2013 to in 84,900,588 in 2014 and later dropped to 

78,322,558 and  70,681,028 in 2015 and 2016 respectively . While the number of Inward Cargoes also increased from 50,005,603 in 

2013 to 53,773,526 in 2014 and later dropped in 2015 and 2016, the number of Outward Cargoes increased from 28,276,031 in 2013 

to 31,127,062 in 2014 and later dropped to 29,019,349 in 2015 and 26,912,130 in 2016.
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Apapa Port handled the highest number of Inward Cargoes while Onne Port handed the highest number of Outward 

Cargoes between 2013 and 2016. 

Cargo Traffic Statistics 
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The total number of passenger traffic at the Ports peaked at 12,418 in 2013 and dropped to 2,473 in 2015 and later increased 

to 12,861 in 2016

Shipping and Port Activities: 2013-2016
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Methodology and Advice to Users of Our Reports

 Data is supplied administratively by the Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA) and verified and validated by the National Bureau of 

Statistics, Nigeria (NBS).

Methodology

ADVICE TO USERS OF THIS REPORT
You are given the limited right to print this report and to distribute it by any means. You can print out pages and share/use them in your private 
discussion groups as long as you acknowledge NBS and you do not alter the report in any way. NBS is not responsible for any errors, omissions or 
representations on any of the pages in this report. Our report, opinions and analysis are based on best practice methodology and sources believed 
to be reliable and are written in good faith, but no representation or warranty, expressed or implied, is made as to their accuracy or completeness. 
The information in this report is updated from time to time. We encourage everyone to use the information in the report as a resource only to 
further their own research on all featured entities. This material is based upon information that we consider reliable, credible and factual but we 
do not represent that it is accurate or complete, as such. Any information, opinions, advice or offers posted by any person or entity logged in to the 
NBS's website associated sites is to be construed as public conversation only. In delivering this report, the NBS works with and through 
organisations with distinct service competencies in data presentation. NBS takes extra steps to ensure that information provided by it are 
accurate, fact checked and validated for compliance with internationally acceptable standards and practices. While this report is checked for 
accuracy, we are not liable for any incorrect information included. We are always happy to receive your comments on how we can improve on this 
report. Should you be interested in contacting us for further discussions on how such reports can be made more meaningful to you or your 
organization? Kindly contact feedback@nigerianstat.gov.ng
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