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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall Prison Population by State and Year
1

Executive Summary

The National Bureau of Statistics releases the Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall Prison 

Population By State and Year from 2011 to 2015.

Based on 2015 data, Lagos State has the highest number of un-sentenced detainees. The state recorded 

5,603 un-sentenced detainees out of a prison population of 6,522, followed by Rivers and Edo States with 

3,625 and 2,434 un-sentenced detainees.

Conversely, Yobe and Borno States had the least numbers of un-sentenced detainees of 163 and 216 of a 

prison population of 562 and 603 respectively.

Of the 36 states of the Federation, Lagos State had the highest prison population in the country with  6,522 

inmates, closely followed by Kano and Rivers States with populations of 4,082 and 4,054 respectively.

The overall prison population in the country for 2015 was 62,260 as against 56, 059 in 2014. The increase in 

prison population in 2015 represents about 11.06% growth in comparison to the overall prison population 

in 2014. 

Overall, 72.53% of the prison population during the period under reference were un-sentenced.

Thursday, January 19, 2017

National Bureau of Statistics, Nigeria
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85.16 0.66
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0.7384.63
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0.7491.3
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Un-sentenced by Regions

Year

North Central 

North East 

North West 

South East 

South South 

South West 

TOTAL

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

4,324 3,404 4,106 4,160 4,798 

2,984 3,161 3,633 3,391 3,604 

5,187 6,167 5,908 6,232 7,050 

6,826 6,570 6,570 6,895 7,946 

7,524 8,305 8,894 9,371 11,073 

8,486 8,844 8,913 8,839 10,687 

35,331 36,451 38,024 38,888 45,158 

2011

0
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12,000
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Prison Population by Regions

Year

North Central 

North East 

North West 

South East 

South South 

South West 

TOTAL

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

6,684 5,886 6,935 7,278 7,721 

6,686 7,443 7,703 7,244 7,467 

9,319 10,438 11,049 10,835 12,246 

7,665 7,516 7,535 7,936 8,906 

9,095 10,128 10,931 11,557 13,136 

10,032 10,725 11,020 11,209 12,784 

49,481 52,136 55,173 56,059 62,260 

2011

0

2012 2013 2014 2015

North Central North East North West South East South South South West
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% Unsentenced of Prison Population by Regions

Year

North Central 

North East 

North West 

South East 

South South 

South West 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

64.69% 57.83% 59.21% 57.16% 62.14%

44.63% 42.47% 47.16% 46.81% 48.27%

55.66% 59.08% 53.47% 57.52% 57.57%

89.05% 87.41% 87.19% 86.88% 89.22%

82.73% 82.00% 81.36% 81.09% 84.30%

84.59% 82.46% 80.88% 78.86% 83.60%

2011

0

2012 2013 2014 2015

North Central North East North West South East South South South West
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50%

75%

100%
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

ABIA STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

1074

1266

84.83

2.56

1097 1112 1087 1406

1285 1280 1253 1589

85.37 86.88 86.75 88.48

2.46 2.32 2.24 2.55

Abia State

80.00

82.00

84.00

86.00

88.00

90.00

92.00

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population remained on a high side at 84.83% in 

2011 and increased marginally to 88.48% in 2015.
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

FCT ABUJA

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

617

959

64.34

1.94

568 664 786 862

898 1073 1296 1380

63.25 61.88 60.65 62.46

1.72 1.94 2.31 2.22

FCT Abuja

60.00

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

65.00

70.00

80.00

85.00

75.00

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population dropped from  64.34% in 2011 to 
60.65% in 2014 and later picked up to 62.46% in 2015.the end of 2015.
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

ADAMAWA STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

851

1985

42.87

4.01

791 779 616 675

2034 2180 1546 1648

38.89 35.73 39.84 40.96

3.90 3.95 2.76 2.65

Adamawa State

0.00

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population dropped from 42.87% in 2011 to 
35.73% in 2013 and later picked up to 40.96% in 2015.
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

AKWA IBOM STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

920

1128

81.56

2.28

1074 1164 1338 1457

1342 1501 1672 1829

80.03 77.55 80.02 79.66

2.57 2.72 2.98 2.94

Akwa Ibom  State

74.00

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

76.00

78.00

80.00

82.00

84.00

86.00

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population increased from 81.56% in 2011 to 
79.66% at the end of 2015
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

ANAMBRA STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

1362

1460

93.29

2.95 

1177 1219 1289 1407

1299 1363 1446 1519

90.61 89.44 89.14 92.63

2.49 2.47 2.58 2.44

Anambra  State

84.00

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population dropped from 93.29% in 2011 to 
89.14% in 2014 and later moved up to 92.63% at the end of 2015

88.00

90.00

92.00

94.00

96.00

98.00

86.00
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

BAUCHI STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

565

974

58.01

1.97

666 868 1166 1149

1293 1565 2104 2129

51.51 55.46 55.42 53.97

2.48 2.84 3.75 3.42

Bauchi State

46.00

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

48.00

50.00

52.00

56.00

58.00

60.00

62.00

54.00

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population dropped from  58.01% in 2011 to 
51.51% in 2012 and later picked up to 55.46% in 2013. The figure stands at 53.97% in at 
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

BAYELSA STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A 310 347 420

N/A 364 410 460

N/A 85.16 84.63 91.3

N/A 0.66 0.73 0.74

Bayelsa State

0

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

20

40

80

100

60

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population dropped from  85.16% in 2013 to 
84.63% in 2014 later moved up to 91.3% at the end of 2015
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

BENUE STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

1256

1479

84.92

2.99

581 855 711 895

883 1176 1051 1151

65.80 72.70 67.65 77.76

1.69 2.13 1.87 1.85

Benue State

0.00

20.00

40.00

60.00

80.00

100.00

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population dropped from 84.92% in 2011 to 65.80% in 2012 and 

later picked up to 77.76% in 2015.
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

BORNO STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

346

1089

31.77

2.20

369 157 147 216

1300 549 521 603

28.38 28.60 28.21 35.82

2.49 1.00 0.93 0.97

Borno  State

0.00

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

5.00

10.00

15.00

25.00

30.00

35.00

40.00

20.00

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population increased from 31.77% in 2011 to 
28.21% in 2014 and later picked up to 39.82% in 2015
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

CROSS RIVER STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

762

999

76.28

2.02

698 697 757 823

973 959 1056 1086

71.74 72.68 71.69 75.78

1.87 1.74 1.88 1.74

Cross River State

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population dropped from 76.28% in 2011 to 71.69% in 2014 and 

later moved up to 75.78% at the end of 2015.

68.00

70.00

74.00

76.00

80.00

78.00

72.00
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

DELTA STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

1448

1725

83.94

3.49

1827 1874 1970 2314

2162 2315 2498 2867

84.51 80.95 78.86 80.71

4.15 4.20 4.46 4.60

Delta State

72.00

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

74.00

76.00

78.00

80.00

84.00

86.00

88.00

90.00

82.00

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population dropped from 84.51% in 2012 to 
78.86% in 2014 and later moved up to 80.71% at the end of 2015
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

EBONYI STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

836

901

92.79

1.82

819 734 836 933

921 823 944 1029

88.93 89.19 88.56 90.67

1.77 1.49 1.68 1.65

Ebonyi State

84.00

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

86.00

88.00

90.00

92.00

94.00

96.00

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population increased from 92.79% in 2011 to 
88.56% in 2014 later moved up to 90.67% at the end of 2015

21



Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

EDO STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

1513

1881

80.44

3.80

1583 1916 1928 2434

2051 2412 2441 2840

77.18 79.44 78.98 85.70

3.93 4.37 4.35 4.56

Edo  State

70.00

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

75.00

80.00

85.00

90.00

95.00

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population dropped from 80.44% in 2012 to 
78.98% in 2014 and later moved up to 85.70% at the end of 2015
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

EKITI STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

263

310

84.84

0.63

255 319 137 318

342 387 219 400

74.56 82.43 62.56 79.50

0.66 0.70 0.39 0.64

Ekiti  State

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population dropped from 84.84% in 2011 to 62.56% in 2014 and 

moved up to 79.50% at the end of 2015.

00.00

40.00

80.00

100.00

60.00

20.00
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

ENUGU STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

1787

2027

88.16

4.10

1699 1593 1733 2038

1992 1927 2119 2403

85.29 82.67 81.78 84.81

3.82 3.49 3.78 3.86

Enugu State

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population dropped from 88.16% in 2011 to 81.78% in 2014 later  

moved up to 84.81% at the end of 2015

75.00

80.00

85.00

90.00

95.00
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

GOMBE STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

407

890

45.73

1.80

427 1020 639 673

988 1687 1332 1345

43.22 60.46 47.97 50.04

1.90 3.06 2.38 2.16

Gombe State

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population increased from 45.73% in 2011 to 60.46% in 2013 and 

later dropped to 50.04% in 2015.

30.00

50.00

70.00

60.00

40.00

20.00

0.00

10.00
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

IMO STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

1767

2011

87.87

4.06

1778 1912 1950 2162

2019 2142 2174 2366

88.06 89.26 89.70 91.38

3.87 3.88 3.88 3.80

Imo  State

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population increased from 87.87% in 2011 to 91.38% at the end of 

2015

84.00

86.00

90.00

92.00

96.00

94.00

88.00
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

JIGAWA STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

273

666

40.99

1.35

376 385 344 453

782 824 796 947

48.08 46.72 43.22 47.84

1.50 1.49 1.42 1.52

Jigawa  State

0.00

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

10.00

20.00

30.00

40.00

50.00

60.00

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population increased from 40.99% in 2011 to 
48.08% in 2012 and moved up to 47.84% at the end of 2015
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

KADUNA STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

805

1883

42.75

3.81

1272 1054 1171 787

2464 2396 2368 1988

51.62 43.99 49.45 39.59

4.73 4.34 4.22 3.19

Kaduna  State

0.00

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

10.00

20.00

30.00

40.00

50.00

60.00

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population increased from 42.75% in 2011 to 
65.16% in 2014 and moved up to 80.39% at the end of 2015
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

KANO STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

1703

2846

59.84

5.75

1915 1631 1858 2395

3061 3133 2967 4082

62.56 52.06 62.62 58.67

5.87 5.68 5.29 6.56

Kano  State

0.00

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population increased from 59.84% in 2011 to 
62.56% in 2012 and later dropped to 58.67% at the end of 2015. 
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30.00
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50.00

60.00

70.00

80.00

29



Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

KATSINA STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

822

1261

65.19

2.55

911 953 1041 1236

1397 1501 1582 1751

65.21 63.49 65.80 70.59

2.68 2.72 2.82 2.81

Kastina  State

58.00

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population increased from 65.19% in 2011 to to 
70.50% at the end of 2015

60.00

62.00

64.00

66.00

68.00

70.00

72.00

74.00

76.00
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

KEBBI STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

557

1166

47.77

2.36

433 549 491 604

972 1178 1201 1277

44.55 46.60 40.88 47.30

1.86 2.14 2.14 2.05

Kebbi State

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population dropped from 47.77% in 2011 to 40.88% in 2015 and 

later increased to 47.30% at the end of 2015

20.00

40.00

60.00

50.00

30.00

10.00

0.00
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

KOGI STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

290

434

66.82

0.88

216 328 272 397

361 490 410 524

59.83 66.94 66.34 75.76

0.69 0.89 0.73 0.84

Kogi  State

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population dropped from 66.82% in 2011 to 59.83% in 2012 and 

later picked up to 75.76% in 2015.

0.00

20.00

40.00

60.00

80.00

100.00
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

KWARA STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

299

606

49.34

1.22

342 418 371 489

526 855 788 879

65.02 48.89 47.08 55.63

1.01 1.55 1.41 1.41

Kwara State

00.00

10.00

20.00

30.00

40.00

50.00

60.00

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population increased from 49.34% in 2011 to 65.02% in 2012 and 

later picked up to 55.63% in 2015.

70.00
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

LAGOS STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

4615

5324

86.68

10.76

4464 4370 4538 5603

5310 5298 5286 6522

84.07 82.48 85.85 85.91

10.18 9.60 9.43 10.48

Lagos  State

75.00

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

80.00

85.00

90.00

95.00

100.00

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population dropped from 86.68% in 2011 to 
82.48% in 2013 and moved up to 85.91% at the end of 2015
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

NASARAWA STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

588

915

64.26

1.85

802 819 853 992

1211 1194 1321 1423

66.23 68.59 64.57 69.71

2.32 2.16 2.36 2.29

Nasarawa  State

60.00

62.00

64.00

66.00

68.00

70.00

72.00

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population increased from 64.26% in 2011 to 68.59% in 2013 and 

later picked up to 69.71% in 2015 after dropping in 2014.

74.00
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

NIGER STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

876

1393

62.89

2.82

489 621 736 677

994 1092 1325 1236

49.20 56.87 55.55 54.77

1.91 1.98 2.36 1.99

Niger State

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population dropped from 62.89% in 2011 to 49.20% in 2012 and 

later picked up to 56.87% in 2013 after which it dropped to 54.77%  in 2015.
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

OGUN STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

1625

1967

82.61

3.98

1782 1809 1685 2120

2192 2305 2586 2637

81.30 78.48 65.16 80.39

4.20 4.18 4.61 4.24

Ogun  State

0.00

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population
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60.00

80.00

100.00

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population dropped from 82.61% in 2011 to 
65.16% in 2014 and moved up to 80.39% at the end of 2015
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

ONDO STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

753

907

83.02

1.83

838 711 824 929

1016 930 1040 1216

82.48 76.45 79.23 76.40

1.95 1.69 1.86 1.95

Ondo  State

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population dropped from 83.02% in 2011 to 76.40% at the end of 

2015.
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

OSUN STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

481

616

78.08

1.24

506 568 532 625

656 735 710 746

77.13 77.28 74.93 83.78

1.26 1.33 1.27 1.20

Osun State

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population dropped from 78.02% in 2011 to 74.93% in 2014 and 

moved up to 83.78% at the end of 2015.
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

OYO STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

749

908

82.49

1.84

999 1136 1123 1092

1209 1365 1368 1263

82.63 83.22 82.09 86.46

2.32 2.47 2.44 2.03

Oyo State

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population dropped from 82.49% in 2011 to 82.09% in 2014 and 

moved up to 86.46% at the end of 2015.
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

PLATEAU STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

398

898

44.32

1.81

406 401 431 486

1013 1055 1087 1128

40.08 38.01 39.65 43.09

1.94 1.91 1.94 1.81

Plateau State

0.00

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population dropped from 44.32% in 2011 to 
38.01% in 2013 and later picked up to 43.09% in 2015.
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

RIVER STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

2881

3362

85.69

6.79

3123 2933 3031 3625

3600 3380 3480 4054

86.75 86.78 87.10 89.42

6.91 6.13 6.21 6.51

Rivers  State

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

The percentage of un-sentenced of prison population increased from 85.69% in 2011 to 89.42% at the end 

of 2015.
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

SOKOTO STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

601

893

67.30

1.80

655 501 554 647

976 985 961 1057

67.11 50.86 57.65 61.21

1.87 1.79 1.71 1.70

Sokoto State

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population dropped from 67.30% in 2011 to 50.86% in 2013 and  

later moved up to 61.21% at the end of 2015
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

TARABA STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

557

1136

49.03

2.30

690 619 668 728

1313 1243 1249 1180

52.55 49.80 53.48 61.69

2.52 2.25 2.23 1.90

Taraba State

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

The percentage of un-sentenced  prison population increased from 49.03% in 2011 to 61.69% in 2015 
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

YOBE STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

258

612

42.16

1.24

218 190 155 163

515 479 492 562

42.33 39.67 31.50 29.00

0.99 0.87 0.88 0.90

Yobe  State

0.00

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population
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40.00

50.00

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population increased from 42.16% in 2011 to 
42.33% in 2012 and dropped to 29% at the end of 2015
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Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall 
Prison Population by State – 2011 to 2015

ZAMFARA STATE

Year

Un-sentenced 

Prison population

% Unsentenced of Prison 
Population

% Share of State Prison 
population State in National

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

426

604

70.53

1.22

605 835 773 928

786 1032 960 1144

76.97 80.91 80.52 81.12

1.51 1.87 1.71 1.84

Zamfara State

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

% Share of State Prison Population State in National

% Unsentenced of Prison Population

The percentage of un-sentenced prison population increased from 70.53% in 2011 to 80.91% in 2013 and 

later moved up to 81.12% at the en d of 2015
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Methodology and Advice to Users of Our Reports

Data is supplied administratively by The Nigerian Prisons Service and verified and validated by the National Bureau of Statistics, 

Nigeria.

Methodology

You are given the limited right to print this report and to distribute it by any means. You can print out pages and share/use them in your private 
discussion groups as long as you acknowledge NBS and you do not alter the report in any way. NBS is not responsible for any errors, omissions or 
representations on any of the pages in this report. Our report, opinions and analysis are based on best practice methodology and sources believed 
to be reliable and are written in good faith, but no representation or warranty, expressed or implied, is made as to their accuracy or completeness. 
The information in this report is updated from time to time. We encourage everyone to use the information in the report as a resource only to 
further their own research on all featured entities. This material is based upon information that we consider reliable, credible and factual but we 
do not represent that it is accurate or complete, as such. Any information, opinions, advice or offers posted by any person or entity logged in to the 
NBS's website associated sites is to be construed as public conversation only. In delivering this report, the NBS works with and through 
organisations with distinct service competencies in data presentation. NBS takes extra steps to ensure that information provided by it are 
accurate, fact checked and validated for compliance with internationally acceptable standards and practices. While this report is checked for 
accuracy, we are not liable for any incorrect information included. We are always happy to receive your comments on how we can improve on this 
report. Should you be interested in contacting us for further discussions on how such reports can be made more meaningful to you or your 
organization? Kindly contact feedback@nigerianstat.gov.ng

ADVICE TO USERS OF THIS REPORT

Number of Un-Sentenced Detainees and Overall Prison Population by State and Year
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