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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

A total of 1.53 million candidates sat for the West African Senior School Certificate Examina-

tion in 2020, indicating a decline of 3.25% compared to 1.58 million in 2019. Of this, private 

and public schools recorded 707,478 and 830,756 candidates, lower compared to 710,552 

and 879,431 respectively in 2019.  

By 2021, the total candidates who sat for the examination was 1.56 million, an increase of 

1.42% from 1.53 million in 2020. Out of this, 721,666 sat in private schools, indicating an in-

crease of 2.01% compared to the preceding year, while 838,486 sat in public schools, show-

ing an increase of 0.93%. This further shows higher candidates in public schools than in pri-

vate schools.  

Analysis by geo-political zone showed that the South-West recorded the highest candidates 

over the reporting period, followed by the South-South.  
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Data is provided by the West African Examinations Council (WAEC) and verified and vali-

dated by the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS)  

METHODOLOGY 
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NORTH-CENTRAL 
2019 2020 2021 

Female Male Female Male Female Male 

5 Credits Above Incl Eng & Maths 69,284 74,671 68,226 73,963 95,816 102,301 

Private 37,449 38,432 38,585 39,604 49,500 50,166 

Public 31,835 36,239 29,641 34,359 46,316 52,135 

5 Credits Above Incl English 78,531 83,530 84,100 89,696 100,749 106,841 

Private 42,019 42,376 46,151 46,645 52,146 52,509 

Public 36,512 41,154 37,949 43,051 48,603 54,332 

5 Credits Above Incl Mathematics 86,661 95,826 80,675 88,739 102,006 109,656 

Private 44,684 46,682 44,133 45,429 51,808 52,663 

Public 41,977 49,144 36,542 43,310 50,198 56,993 

Total Number Sat 122,964 137,257 121,187 133,712 117,850 126,878 

Private 57,181 59,224 57,988 59,291 57,551 58,479 

Public 65,783 78,033 63,199 74,421 60,299 68,399 

NORTH-EAST 
2019 2020 2021 

Female Male Female Male Female Male 

5 Credits Above Incl Eng & Maths 25,866 34,809 21,356 27,256 46,870 59,159 

Private 9,366 11,888 8,670 10,538 13,230 14,661 

Public 16,500 22,921 12,686 16,718 33,640 44,498 

5 Credits Above Incl English 28,442 38,065 27,391 35,129 48,856 61,360 

Private 10,406 13,206 10,716 13,126 13,729 15,130 

Public 18,036 24,859 16,675 22,003 35,127 46,230 

5 Credits Above Incl Mathematics 38,125 49,223 33,372 42,294 51,710 65,787 

Private 12,750 16,246 11,757 14,105 14,415 16,036 

Public 25,375 32,977 21,615 28,189 37,295 49,751 

Total Number Sat 61,210 92,073 56,618 76,969 62,797 86,109 

Private 15,775 20,432 16,082 19,953 15,974 18,183 

Public 45,435 71,641 40,536 57,016 46,823 67,926 

NORTH-WEST 
2019 2020 2021 

Female Male Female Male Female Male 

5 Credits Above Incl Eng & Maths 49,858 67,207 54,541 68,090 56,522 68,024 

Private 21,257 22,390 22,964 24,916 25,259 26,053 

Public 28,601 44,817 31,577 43,174 31,263 41,971 

5 Credits Above Incl English 52,945 71,760 63,308 79,746 59,905 72,186 

Private 22,315 23,486 26,227 28,529 26,710 27,513 

Public 30,630 48,274 37,081 51,217 33,195 44,673 

5 Credits Above Incl Mathematics 72,294 100,396 68,541 88,298 62,852 75,988 

Private 27,034 29,521 27,198 30,280 26,653 27,787 

Public 45,260 70,875 41,343 58,018 36,199 48,201 

Total Number Sat 97,759 149,213 90,909 124,251 77,483 102,274 

Private 30,918 34,620 32,316 36,758 29,363 31,288 

Public 66,841 114,593 58,593 87,493 48,120 70,986 
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SOUTH-EAST 
2019 2020 2021 

Female Male Female Male Female Male 

5 Credits Above Incl Eng & Maths 85,468 73,917 88,080 77,085 94,097 81,403 

Private 50,496 43,284 49,388 43,082 49,073 43,038 

Public 34,972 30,633 38,692 34,003 45,024 38,365 

5 Credits Above Incl English 90,410 77,851 99,199 85,774 101,772 87,880 

Private 53,300 45,369 54,205 47,239 54,397 47,565 

Public 37,110 32,482 44,994 38,535 47,375 40,315 

5 Credits Above Incl Mathematics 95,535 83,088 92,652 81,252 96,609 83,385 

Private 54,636 47,069 51,310 45,000 50,273 44,039 

Public 40,899 36,019 41,342 36,252 46,336 39,346 

Total Number Sat 109,837 95,532 109,014 95,176 107,151 92,849 

Private 60,722 52,150 58,259 51,132 57,108 50,009 

Public 49,115 43,382 50,755 44,044 50,043 42,840 

SOUTH-SOUTH 
2019 2020 2021 

Female Male Female Male Female Male 

5 Credits Above Incl Eng & Maths 111,747 100,794 112,115 101,659 141,569 128,409 

Private 56,394 49,055 55,009 48,584 60,107 53,454 

Public 55,353 51,739 57,106 53,075 81,462 74,955 

5 Credits Above Incl English 116,437 105,031 132,222 120,756 144,949 131,066 

Private 58,369 50,856 61,538 54,523 61,390 54,479 

Public 58,068 54,175 70,684 66,233 83,559 76,587 

5 Credits Above Incl Mathematics 129,396 118,583 121,049 110,290 147,900 134,643 

Private 62,480 55,048 57,866 51,473 62,544 55,993 

Public 66,916 63,535 63,183 58,817 85,356 78,650 

Total Number Sat 151,372 140,989 151,842 141,289 157,547 144,399 

Private 68,722 61,443 66,853 60,225 65,478 58,895 

Public 82,650 79,546 84,989 81,064 92,069 85,504 

SOUTH-WEST 
2019 2020 2021 

Female Male Female Male Female Male 

5 Credits Above Incl Eng & Maths 156,746 140,978 138,314 123,648 194,794 174,411 

Private 107,595 95,930 99,118 88,853 126,342 113,634 

Public 49,151 45,048 39,196 34,795 68,452 60,777 

5 Credits Above Incl English 167,603 149,970 165,289 146,445 205,665 183,686 

Private 113,487 100,949 110,854 98,904 133,077 119,142 

Public 54,116 49,021 54,435 47,541 72,588 64,544 

5 Credits Above Incl Mathematics 174,306 158,177 155,310 140,209 207,669 186,773 

Private 115,470 103,645 106,745 96,555 132,220 119,521 

Public 58,836 54,532 48,565 43,654 75,449 67,252 

Total Number Sat 224,764 206,887 228,037 209,102 252,593 232,050 

Private 130,837 118,402 129,865 118,628 146,357 132,809 

Public 93,927 88,485 98,172 90,474 106,236 99,241 
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