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PREFACE 

 
Gender statistics is not a distinct discipline. It cuts across other statistical domains such as health 

statistics, education statistics, employment statistics, and so on, all of which identify, develop, and 

disseminate statistics that represent the realities of women and men's lives in a given culture. 

 

The terms "Sex" and "Gender" are frequently misunderstood by certain statisticians and 

consumers. The biological differences between women and men are referred to as sex. It is set in 

stone and cannot be altered. Gender, on the other hand, refers to the socially constructed roles, 

attitudes, activities, and characteristics that a society believes proper for women and men. 

 

As the coordinator of the National Statistical System, the National Bureau of Statistics has 

incorporated gender statistics into its data production, by ensuring that statistics are disaggregated 

by gender. In order to analyze gender issues, data must be disaggregated by sex. Gender statistics 

include sex disaggregated data, which is an essential component. This bulletin summarizes 

statistical data in an easy-to-understand infographics, and raising statistical knowledge of the 

general public. 

 

As a result, the first quarter bulletin concentrate on four key areas: (i) Power and Decision-Making- 

Do men and women have equal access to decision-making and power sharing at all levels?        

(ii) Health- Is there still unequal access to health care and services? (iii) Population- Is the country 

overpopulated with women or men? What about the elderly? (iv) Education- Is there equal access 

to education for men and women? 

Find out more by going through our bulletin! 

 

Dr. Simon Barsha Harry 

Statistician-General of the Federation/Chief Executive Officer 

National Bureau of Statistics 
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 Source: Independent National Electoral Commission  

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights recognizes the right of every individual 

to take part in the government of his or her country. Equal access to power, decision 

making and leadership at all levels are necessary for a proper and effectively 

functional democracy. The SDG goal 5 also ensures women’s full and effective 

participation as well as equal opportunities for leadership at all levels of 

decision-making in political, economic and public life. 

Share of Female Governorship Aspirants 

Share of Female Deputy Governorship Aspirants 

789 271 

POWER AND DECISION MAKING 

POLITICAL ASPIRANTS FOR GOVERNORSHIP AND DEPUTY GOVERNORSHIP IN 2019 ELECTION BY SEX 

1649 
 

Aspirants For Senatorial Position 

234 
 

POLITICAL ASPIRANTS FOR SENATORIAL POSITION IN 2019 ELECTION BY SEX 

POLITICAL ASPIRANTS FOR PRESIDENTIAL AND VICE PRESIDENTIAL RACES IN 2019 ELECTION BY SEX 

Vice Presidential Aspirants 

 

Presidential Aspirants 

22 

6 

52 

67 
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This includes Chief Justice of Nigeria, Justices of Supreme Court, 
President of  Court of Appeal, Justices of Court of Appeal, 

President of National Industrial Court, Judges of National 

Industrial Court, Chief Judge of Federal High Court, Judges of 
Federal High Court, Chief Judges of State High Courts, Judges of 
High Courts and Chief Registrar of Supreme Court for year 2020 

66  138 

Source: Independent National Electoral Commission 

 

PERCENTAGE SHARE OF WOMEN AS PRESIDENTIAL 
AND VICE PRESIDENTIAL 2019- 2022 

0% 

0% 

PRESIDEN
T

100% 

100% 
VICE 

PRESIDENT 

PRESIDENT 

1 1 1 1 1 1

0 0 0 0 0 00

0.5

1

1.5

1999 2007 2008 2011 2015 2019

Male Female

2020 National Judicial Officers 

1999-2021 Senatorial Appointment 

 
1999-2021 Ministerial Appointment 

 

Number of Secretaries to the Government of the 
Federation (SGF) from 1999 – 2019 by Sex 

 

86.27
%

13.73%

Since return to 
Democracy in 
1999, Nigeria has 
not produced a 
female 
Secretaries to 
the Government 
of the Federation 
(SGF) 
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Women have the right to the highest attainable standard of physical and mental 

health that is essential to their life and well-being and their ability to participate in 

all areas of public and private life as posited in the 1995 Beijing Platform for Action 

(BPA, 1995). Women need to be healthy in order to realize their full potential. This 

includes proper nutrition, sexual and reproductive rights, and mental health, as 

well as freedom from violence. SDG goal 3, also ensures healthy lives and promote 

well-being for all at all ages. 
 

HEALTH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF MEDICAL AND DENTAL DOCTORS BY SEX AND YEAR 

REPORTED CASES OF PREGNANT WOMEN WITH MALARIA BY 

YEAR 

WOMEN’S HEALTH 

In Nigeria, number of pregnant women with malaria was 484,269 in 2017 and reduced 

to 452,380 (6.58%) and 372,577(17.64%) in 2018 and 2019 respectively.  
 

65.40%
%

34.60%
%

2018 

35.56%
%

2019 

62.97%
%

37.03%
%

2020 

64.44%
%

Percentage of female medical Doctors was 34.60 per cents in 2018, 

35.56 and 37.03 per cents in 2019 and 2020 respectively. However, 

female dental doctors were 44.4, 42.16 and 42.28 per cent in 2018, 2019 

and 2020 respectively. 
 

2018 

55.60%
%

44.40%
%2019 

57.84%
%

42.16%
%2020 

57.72%
%

42.28%
%

Source: Federal Ministry of Health 

DOCTOR DENTIST 

Source: Medical and Dental Council of Nigeria 
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2018 UNDER 5 MORTALITY RATE 

132 per 1000 live births 

Under-5 mortality is the probability of a 
child dying between birth and the fifth 
birthday, that is, before the fifth birthday. 

X 

PREGNANT WOMEN WHO HAD FOUR OR MORE ANTENATAL CARE VISITS 

HIV/AIDS Patients Having Access to 
Antiretroviral Treatment in 2020 

66.5%
% 

33.5%
% 

56.8%
%

46% 74% 

ANTENATAL CARE RECEIVED FROM SKILLED PERSONNEL 

According to NDHS 2018, result shows 
that 67% of women who gave birth 5 
years preceding the survey received 
antenatal care from a skilled provider. 

Source: Nigeria Demographic and Health Survey 
2018 
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PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF YOUNGEST CHILDREN AGE 20-23 MONTHS WHO 

ARE LIVING WITH THEIR MOTHERS BY BREASTFEEDING STATUS 

Source: Nigeria Demographic and Health Survey 2018 
2018 

ANY METHOD 

10.0% 26.4% 

PERCENTAGE OF WOMEN CURRENTLY MARRIED OR IN UNION WHO ARE USING OR 
WHOSE PARTNER IS USING CONTRACEPTIVE METHOD BY PLACE OF RESIDENCE IN 2018 
 

RURAL URBAN 

NO METHOD 

90.1% 73.6% 

ANY MODERN METHOD 

7.8% 18.2% 

Source: Nigeria Demographic and Health Survey 2018 
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POPULATION 

105,776,862 105,716,462 

211,493,324 

-

50,000,000 

100,000,000 

150,000,000 

200,000,000 

250,000,000 

Male Female Total

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Population Growth Rate as at 2021 

2.53% 

8,986,055 2019 

2020 9,370,131  

9,777,339  2021 

Estimated Number of Elderly Population 
(60+ Yrs) 

Nigeria is Africa's most populous and the world's seventh most populous country. The 

total projected population for 2021 was 211,493,324, with women constituting 49.99 

percent while men constitute 50.01 percent.  

 

2021 POPULATION PROJECTION   

Source: National Population Commission 

Percentage of Elderly Women in the 
Elderly Population from 2019-2021 

2019 2020 2021 

46.20

%

46.38

% 

46.58

% 

Source: National Population Commission 
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Globally, Education is the bedrock of human development and social progress. 

The importance of education for the advancement of women was highlighted in 

the Beijing Platform for Action, which is one of the 12 critical areas of concern for 

gender equality and women empowerment. In addition, Sustainable Development 

Goal (SDG) goal 4 ensures inclusive and equitable quality education and promote 

lifelong learning opportunities for all by 2030. 

 

EDUCATION 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LITERACY RATE IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
AMONG YOUNG WOMEN AND MEN AGE 15-24 

 

UNDERGRADUATE ENROLMENT BY 
INSTITUTION - 2019 

43.46%

56.54%

Source: National University Commission 

FEMALE  

72.3% 

MALE  

78.3% 

Total Undergraduate New Entrants by UTME/DE Entry 
Mode – 2019 

 438,260   346,999  

Source: Nigeria Living Standards Survey, 2018/2019 



 

  8 

www.nigerianstat.gov.ng 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
         
         
         
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   
                   

Full Time Postgraduate Enrolment by 
Programme-2019 

42.18% 57.82% 

PGD 

34,247 23,551 

Ph.D 

11,673 
5,879 

MASTERS 

73,961 47,794 

39.25% 60.75% 

45.32% 54.68% 

59.25% 

UNDERGRADUATE ENROLMENT BY 
INSTITUTION OWNERSHIP 2019 

40.75% 

Percentage of Postgraduate Enrolment in Nigeria 
Universities- 2019 

 39.18%   60.82%  

33.49% 66.51% 

77,224 

119,881 

Total Postgraduate Enrolment in Nigeria 
University-2019 

 

Source: National University Commission 

48.77% 51.23% 
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